Yacuum the Carpets, Gften!

Vacuuming on a regular basis is essential to exteadife of your carpet.
Even if your carpet does not visually appear tinbeeed of vacuuming, dirt
and dust must be removed from the fibers beforg éine ground in and set
causing permanent stains. The better your vacueamer, the better job it
will do. Most of today’'s vacuum cleaners are eqgepvith heppa filters
and do a far better job than your grandmother’st dlswer! Modern
vacuums are lighter in weight and easier to manmeW\&a resuly there is a
tendency to run the vacuum like you're driving artpcar. So slow down
and allow the vacuum cleaner to do its job. Go Blpowour time will be
better spent and your carpets will be cleaner!

dhe Routine.

For routine maintenance, a good rule of thumb gatcuum once per week,
per occupant. As an example, a family of 3 wouldwan 3 times per week.
A single person with one pet may want to vacuuncdva week. If the pet is
a long haired pet, vacuuming more often may be iredu Routine
vacuuming should include all the traffic areas akn carpeted areas.




Vacuum under the furniture to the extent you cathovit moving the larger
furnishings.

Dust and dirt particles gather under furniture anel seldom visible to the
eye. Pet hair and other debris becomes airbornnalhdravel everywhere.
Once a month, be sure to use the edger to dusbphef baseboards and the
crease between the carpet and the bottom of tlebbasd.

About once a month make an effort to move or aitger pieces of furniture
to get underneath and around legs. Once a qu&rtaofiths) actually move
the furniture and vacuum every inch of carpet!

Cleaning - Yacuum cfinst!

A couple of words about carpet cleaning; VACUUM BIR! Even if you
are having your carpets professionally steam clbate not fail to vacuum
the carpets thoroughly first. | recommend vacuuntimge before they are
cleaned. To fail this step is to waste your moneg ame on the cost of a
professional carpet cleaning job. While most carpkeianing machines
utilize suction, the suction is designed to extrdwt water used in the
cleaning process. If the carpet is not vacuumed, famall particles of dirt
and dust remain and mixed with the moisture ofdampet cleaner the dirt
and dust becomes a type of mud most of which resratithe base of carpet
fibers. This is often why freshly cleaned carpetskl totally clean but then
stains “come up” in a fairly short time.

Shoes vs. feet

It's become a trend for some homeowners to askovssito remove their

shoes. For some it’'s an effort to keep carpetsflaods clean, for others it's

a lifestyle choice. For your carpet it's not aatlehoice. Obviously, dirty or

muddy shoes will track and grind in dirt to the pts and that's to be
avoided at all costs. However, bare feet are vetyirdental to carpet. The
natural oils in human skin attach to the carpedribLong after the bare feet
are gone the oils will attract and bind dirt to fileers. Simply vacuuming

will not unbind the dirt and oils from the carpébers. For the oils to be

removed, the carpets will have to be cleaned. ¢deshare to be removed a
pair of reasonably clean socks will protect thepets from bare feet. If

faced with a choice of dry shoes or bare feet, sivoeuld be best for the

carpet.




Drips Stains & frrwors!

There’s a million “how to” articles on the web abatain removal. Usually,
the best method of removal depends on what it Waisvwas spilled. Again
as a rule of thumb, get it up before it sets an®BL- don’t rub! Once a
spill has had a chance to set the odds of gettinggmoved is greatly
diminished, so getto it ... at once!

dhe dfinal teeteh.

Occasionally, carpet will stretch. The carpet wdiévelop “ripples” or
“bubbles”. Some will blame the movement of furngwthers will blame a
poor installation job. Regardless of the causehingtcan make a carpet
look more worn and weary than being all stretchet blore importantly,
once the carpet is stretched it will not wear wietir carpet to wear well it's
important that the carpet moves as little as ptessihen walked on. [This is
why it's always a good investment to buy an excelearpet pad!] However
once the carpet is stretched the “ripples” causeement with every step so
the carpet’s life is greatly reduced. Simply hireaapet installer to re-stretch
the carpet. Carpet stretching is not a terriblyeggive job and the carpet
will look years younger and will last for years ¢mr.
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